
JOANNE SISSON 
 

 

   
 

ARTIST STATEMENT 
I live in a part of regional Victoria that provides a wide scope of visual inspiration. Many of my 

landscape paintings document locations close to my home in Ballarat. These works often feature 
farm vistas or preserved forest environments. 
 

In my travels to more remote locations in Australia I have recorded the diversities in vegetation, 
climate and geology. The recent impact from human activity into ecologically sensitive places 
also informs the content of some of my works.  
 

My recent still-life paintings combine a love of the untamed and wild nature of flowers, 
grasses and tree foliage. I combine this plant life with my collection of glassware. The 
glassware includes everything from fine crystal vases to utilitarian jars.  
 

To create a playful sense of energy the glass is arranged in clustered groupings to accentuate 
the refraction of light and the distortions of forms within the glass. 
 
The elegance of twinning vines and bending grasses speak of movement and unfurling new 

life. To create a sense of balance and unity, the complexity of the foliage is counterbalanced 
by the careful placement of forms and use of empty space.   
 

I wish to express, through my engagement with the natural world a playful sense of inquiry, 
exploration and joyfulness. 
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SELECTED CV  
 

EDUCATION  
1999 Graduate Diploma of Education, Teaching Methods: Art, University of Ballarat.  
1976  Diploma of Fine Art – Painting, R.M.I.T 
 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2023  The Wild Garden, Salt Contemporary Art Queenscliff, Victoria 
2021  Harvest, Salt Contemporary Art Queenscliff, Victoria 
2020  New Works, Qdos Fine Arts, Lorne, Victoria 
2019  Near and Far, Salt Contemporary Art Queenscliff, Victoria 

2017-18 Small Wonders, Art at St Francis, Melbourne. 
2017  The Nature of Trees, Salt Contemporary Art Queenscliff, Victoria 
2015  Living Forest, Salt Contemporary Art Queenscliff, Victoria   
2014  Into the Blue, Art at St. Francis, Melbourne 

2014  Worlds within Worlds, Tinning Street Gallery, Brunswick 
2013  Salt Contemporary Art, Queenscliff, Victoria 
2008 – 2009 Converging Views, Art Gallery Ballarat (Regional Gallery) 
2006  Salt Contemporary Art, Queenscliff, Victoria 

 

GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
2022  HOME, Salt Contemporary Art Queenscliff, Victoria 
2019   Preserve Joanne Sisson and Helen Braun Tanks Art Centre Cairns 
2019  Darkness and Light, Central Goldfields Art Gallery, Maryborough, Vic 
2016  Darkness and Light, Central Goldfields Art Gallery, Maryborough, Vic 

Scope Environmental Art Award. Scope Gallery, Warrnambool  
2014  Land and Sea Exhibition, Salt Contemporary Art 
  Six Works, Qdos, Gallery, Lorne 

2012   Marks, Post Office Gallery Ballarat 
 Xstrata Percival Portrait Prize, Perc Tucker Regional Art Gallery, Townsville 
  Land, Made Gallery, Daylesford 
2009   Qdos Contemporary Art, Lorne, Victoria 

2005  Group exhibition - Salt Contemporary Art, Queenscliff, Victoria 
2003 Building the Image, Six Artists, Art Gallery Ballarat -coordinator and 

participant 
 

PRIZES 
2016  Awarded overall prize, Geelong College Art Prize 

2012  Rick Amor Drawing Prize, Finalist Art Gallery Ballarat 
  Flanagan Art Prize, Ballarat 
2010  Rick Amor Drawing Prize, Finalist Art Gallery Ballarat  
  The Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize, South Australian Museum 

2004  The Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize, South Australian Museum 

 
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 
2013  King’s Bridge Cottage, Cataract Gorge, Launceston, Tasmania 

2019  Tanks Art Centre Cairns 
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COLLECTIONS 
RMIT Collection  
Art Gallery of Ballarat 

Private collections in U.K., U.S.A and Australia 
 

 


