JOHN BORRACK

ABOUT
John Borrack is Australia’s foremost and longstanding watercolour painter, with over 70 solo exhibitions to his credit, and inclusion in major group exhibitions in Australia, United Kingdom, Japan, Hong Kong and the United States of America.
A former lecturer in painting and drawing at Melbourne State College (University of Melbourne) 1970 to 1982, John has studied and painted extensively in France, Spain, U.K., Italy (1964, 1975, 1982, 1999) and USA (1993, 1995). Since 1982 he has painted full-time, working in watercolour, gouache and oil. 

John’s work is represented in public collections Australia-wide including the National Gallery of Victoria, Queensland Art Gallery, Maritime Art Gallery & Museum, Northern Territory (MAGNT), Bendigo Art Gallery, Geelong Art Gallery, Benalla Art Gallery, Castlemaine Art Gallery, Hamilton Art Gallery, Australian National University, Brisbane Institute of Technology, The University of Melbourne, LaTrobe University, Deakin University, City of Boroondara Council, Darebin City Council, Banyule City Council and City of Whittlesea.

He is represented in major corporate collections including Alcoa, BHP, National Australia Bank ANZ, Commonwealth Bank, Westpac, Qantas, and other prestigious private collections worldwide including Royal Palace, Jaipur India and Royal Collection, Tonga.

John Borrack has been the subject of two books and five major survey exhibitions – at the Benalla Art Gallery, City of Whittlesea, Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum, Bundoora Homestead Art Centre, Gippsland Art Gallery Sale. His exhibition, In Praise of Landscape was held at Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale in 2022, using the same title as the most comprehensive monograph on his work published to date.

BIOGRAPHY
Born Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 1933
Member of Australian Watercolour Institute.

1960		Associate Diploma of Fine Art, RMIT (Painting and Drawing) 
1972 		Fellowship Diploma of Fine Art, RMIT (Painting and Drawing)
1964-99	Studied and painted extensively in France, Spain, U.K., Italy and USA 
1969-82	Lectured in Painting and Drawing at Melbourne State College (University of Melbourne). 
 
Since 1982 John has painted full-time. He works in watercolour, gouache and oil. 

EXHIBITIONS

Since 1958, over 70 solo exhibitions at galleries throughout Australia including Australian Galleries, Greythorn Galleries and Without Pier Gallery Melbourne; Wagner Gallery, Sydney; Town Gallery and Adrian Slinger Galleries, Brisbane; Huntly Gallery and Solander Gallery, Canberra; Barry Newton Galleries and David Dridan Galleries, Adelaide and Clarendon; Stafford Studios, Perth; and Framed Gallery, Darwin. 

Solo exhibitions at Regional Galleries in Victoria including Hamilton, Horsham, Morwell, Warrnambool, and a major Survey Exhibition at Benalla, Retrospective Exhibition at the City of Whittlesea Gallery, Federation Bequest Exhibition at the City of Whittlesea and Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale. 
Solo exhibition, Selected Paintings & Drawings 1970 – 2012, at Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum, and Bundoora Homestead Art Centre. 
Solo exhibition, In Praise of Landscape – Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale 5 March to 29 May 2022.

Participated in many group exhibitions in Australia, U.K., Japan, Hong Kong and U.S.A.

COLLECTIONS

National Gallery of Victoria; Queensland Art Gallery; Darwin Maritime Museum and Art Gallery; Albury Art Gallery; Benalla Art Gallery; Bendigo Art Gallery; Bundoora Homestead Art Centre; Castlemaine Art Gallery; Geelong Art Gallery; Hamilton Art Gallery; Horsham Art Gallery; Rockhampton Art Gallery; Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale; Swan Hill Art Gallery; Warrnambool Art Gallery; Banyule City Council; City of Boroondara; Darebin City Council; Glen Eira City Council; City of Whittlesea; Australian National University, Canberra;  Brisbane Institute of Technology; Deakin University; LaTrobe University and the University of Melbourne; LaTrobe Library, Melbourne; Artbank. 

Alcoa, U.S.A.; Bain and Co; BHP Billiton; BP Australia and Hong Kong; Eagle Insurance; Hamersley Iron W.A. and Japan; Linfox Group; Mobil Oil; North Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.; Oliver J Neilson Pty. Ltd.; Pacific Dunlop; Sedgwick Ltd; Qantas; Shell Co.;  Sovereign Hill; The Hardy Collection; Channel 9, Melbourne; GTV9 Bendigo; ANZ Bank; State Bank of Adelaide; Commonwealth Bank; National Australia Bank; NatWest Australia Bank; Westpac. 

Australia Club, Sydney; Commonwealth Club, Canberra; Melbourne Club; Queensland Club; Weld Club, Perth; Royal Children’s Hospital; Royal Woman’s Hospital; Jewish Museum of Australia; Royal Palace, Jaipur India; Royal Collection, Tonga.
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